
AOUP Trip to the Isle of Man May 2018, Sunday 20 May – 
Thursday 24 May 2018 

Empress Hotel, Central Promenade, Douglas, Isle of Man, IM2 
4RA, 01624 661155 

http://www.theempresshotel.net 

Leaders David Bicknell, Geoff Clough and Gilliane Sills 

 
Sunday 20th May - The coach will leave Oxford early in the 
morning travelling via Heysham to connect with the ferry for 
Douglas, Isle of Man. The crossing will take about 3 hours, 
arriving in time for us to transfer to the Empress Hotel, Douglas 
and settle in before dinner. 
 
Monday 21st May - We will travel by the Isle of Man Steam 
Railway to Castletown where we walk the short distance into town 
and visit Castle Rushen, one of the best preserved Norse castles 
in Europe, once the residence of the Kings and Lords of Mann. 
The castle was once a mint and even a prison, but now you can 
climb the castle walls for fine views across the island. We will also 
visit the Old House of Keys, the former home of the Manx 
Parliament, and take our seats in the old debating chamber for an 
insight into the political history of the Isle of Man.  Then travel by 
coach to the Calf of Man and take lunch in the Sound café, 
followed by a visit to the National Folk Museum at Cregneash. 
Here we will see demonstrated the 19th century lifestyle of the 
crofting communities of Man, including ploughing, weaving and 
cooking on an open fire. We make the short journey by road to 
Port Erin, on the west coast, and have time to visit the Port Erin 
Railway Museum that contains not only old steam engines but 
also a carriage that once carried the Queen. After refreshment we 
will drive back to Douglas. 
 

http://www.theempresshotel.net/


Tuesday 22nd May - We will drive across the island via Tynwald 
Hill, the ceremonial meeting place for the Manx National Week, to 
the small town of Peel. Here we will have time to visit both Peel 
Castle and the House of Manannan. The castle, now partly a ruin, 
is sited on St Patrick’s Isle and was originally a place of worship 
before becoming the fort of an 11th century Viking King of Mann. 
The House of Manannan is an interactive museum that will take 
us on a journey through the IOM’s Celtic, Viking and maritime 
history and showing you life size roundhouses and longboats. 
There will be time for lunch in Peel, plus a look inside Peel 
Cathedral, before taking a coach ride around the IOM TT race 
circuit en route back to Douglas. 
 
Wednesday 23rd May – The morning will see us travelling north to 
Laxey where there are two attractions. The Great Laxey Water 
Wheel, known locally as Lady Isabella, which is the largest 
working water wheel in the world. There will also be time to 
wander around the old mine workings on the same site. The 
second activity will be to travel to the summit of Snaefell (2,036 
Feet) on the Electric Mountain Railway. From the top it is possible 
to see all the Seven Kingdoms. 
In the afternoon we will continue northwards to Ramsey and take 
a tour of Milntown House, a 16th C mansion originally lived in by 
the Christian family. The house was extensively added to during 
the Victorian period and stands in some impressive gardens. We 
will return to Douglas by coach. 
 
Thursday 24th May - An early start to catch the 8.15am ferry back 
to Heysham, arriving about noon.  We then make our way back to 
Oxford, stopping on the way at the Gladstone Pottery Museum, 
where we’ll discover how bone china tableware was made in the 
original workshops and giant bottle kilns of the former Gladstone 
China Works, now preserved as the last complete Victorian 
pottery factory in the country. 


